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reform
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SPOMSORED COLUMNM

THIS momnth the Department of
Rural Development and Land He
form published its current goak ina
document named the Strategc Flan.
ne of the main aims of the de
partment i= the reditribution of
land toclaimants in nral areas. The
Strategic Plan envizages the:

@ Extension of the cut-off date
for lodgement of land claims from
1996 to 2018

@ Establishment of avahergen-
eral whose function will be to deter-
minecanpensation payahle relating
to land claims

@ Formation of a land commis-
abom to ereate a database of all S ate
owmed land.

®Limitation of ownership of
land by foreimers.

The target date for all the
department’s objectives, inchiding
the acquisition of more than 1 mil
liom hectares of land, =308,

The Restitution of Land Rights
Amendment Bill is likely tobeomme
law somn after the elections.

The Froperty Valuations Bill has
been published for comment and
this bill provides for the establish
ment o the valuer-general.

The Land Management Commis-
sion Kill hkasalsobesn published for
comnment. Thisbill will establish the
land commission.

The Land Protection Bill, which
will deal with Land ownersh ip by for-
eimers, has not yet been published.
The Strategic Plan indicates that the
bill will limit the ammintof Land for-
elmers may owm.

Land reformmay not be confined
to farming. For exampe, the plan
states that the department may lo
cate Hack people to beneflt from po-
tential businesses on mused land,
such asmining ventures, by making
uszeaf theland refrm programme.

All thie should alap be considered
against the backdrop of the Expro
priation Billand the Promotion and
Protection of Pareim nvestment
Eil. The Expropriation Bill expands
the reasons fbr which as well as the
types of property which may beex

d.

The Pramotion and Protection of
Fareim Imestment Bill appliss to
foreigners and South Africans The
bill provides that despite the fhreed
lo=s of property to the state, certain
acts will be deemead not toamount to
expropriation. Insuch casesno come
pensation will be payahle.
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